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and may ſtill ſmart under his chaſtening Diſpenſations, we 
may aſſure ourſelves, from the Tokens of his Love ma- 
nifeſted in the Work of this GLox10vus Day, that if we 


will turn to him, and to our Duty, he will urn from bis 
fierce Anger, that we periſh not; will in due Time grant 
us the Requeſt of our Lips, and once more make Our Je- 


ruſalem a Praiſe in the Earth. 
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The Lord reigneth, let the Earth rejoice : 
let the Multitude of ther be glad 
thereof. 


err is a Doctrine taught us by natu- 

ral Reaſon, and confirm'd by Ob- 

| ſervation and Experience; as well 
as inculcated in Scripture, and il- 
luſtrated by numberleſs Inſtances 
3 there recorded for our Inſtruction 
and F ; that as God created the World 
by the Word of his Power, ſo He directs and governs 
it by his Wiſdom and Providence. Alchough, when 


the Heawens and the Earth were finiſhed, and all the Gen. ii. x. 
Hoſt of them, it is ſaid, that He reſted from all bis Gen. ii. 2. 


Pork which he had made; it is not meant thereby, 


that he gave over working, and reſign' d himſelf up 


to a State of Indolence and Inaction; but only 
that the Work of Creation was finiſh' d, and the 


N pf the Univerſe o adjuſted and por, d, 
that 
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of Chance, too uncertain to be depended. on, or 


of 


AS RMO preacÞd before the 
that Things, without more than his ordinary Con- 
currence, would go on, according to that ſtated 
and eſtabliſh'd Order, which we call the Courſe of 
Nature: By which we mean, that Method accord. 
ing to whichthe Author of Nature chooſes to diſplay 
his Wiſdom and Power in the Conduct and O Eco. 
nomy of the World. It does by no means dero- 
ate from the Happineſs of his Nature, to ſuppoſe 
im thus conſtantly employ d in preſerving and 
conducting the Works of his own Hands; nor 
from the Perfection of thoſe Works, that they 
want his conſtant Influence for their Preſervation 
and Direction: And it gives us a much nobler Idea 
of the Supreme Being; a more awful, as well a; 
more - amiable Senſe of his Attributes; to conceive 
Him always preſent to every Part of the Univerſe, 
and always active in it; adjuſting all its Springs and 
Movements, and guiding its Operations, or con- 
ttolling and g them; preſerving that won- 
derful Regularity amidſt almoſt infinite Variety, or 
on extraordinary Occaſions, in a more amazing 
manner, deviating from it This Notion, I (ay, 
gives us a much more exalted Conception of God, 
than to 1 Him, as ſome, miſcall'd Philoſo- 
phers, have done, wrapt up in the Contemplation 
of his own a regardleſs of that of all 
other Beings; leaving the World to the Guidance 
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Honourable Houſe of Commens. 
of Fate, too certain to be alter d. Thus, when the 
Gun rejoiceth, - as @ Giant, to rum his appointed Courſe, 
and knoweth bis going down, he declares the Glory of 
God; and he made the fame Declaration, thoug] 


in a more aſtoniſhing manner, when he once ſtood Jom. x. 13. 
fill by the ame Appointment. 


But though the ſenſeleſs and unintelligent Parts 
of the Creation are equally the Objects of God's 
Power; it is the rational Part only that are the 
Subjects of his Government and Laws. It is over 
Moral and Free Agents that the Lord, properly 
2 reigneth; who obey out of Underſtand- | 
ing and Choice, not Neceſlity and Conſtraint : | 
who are capable of apprehending the Reaſonable- = 
neſs and Fitneſs of their Obedience; and can be 
influenc'd by a Senſe of Duty and Gratitude to 
Him, of whoſe Power they are the Creatures, and 
on whoſe Providence they are Dependents. The 
Heavens, and every thing in the material World, 
declare the Glory of God, but are inſenſible of it 
themſelves: But the Subjects of his moral King- 
dom glorify him moſt effectually, when they pay 
him \ on Obedience, through Choice, which it is 
in their Choice to refuſe, 


In this Senſe the People of the Fews were moſt 
peculiarly and ng. the Subjects of God's 
| 4 King- 


 A'Stxwon prenchd before the 
Kingdom. Among them the Lord reigud, when 
there was no other King in Iſrael; giving them Sta. 
tutes and Fudgments, of which the Heathen had 10 
Knowledge, and interpoſing ſenfibly in the Execu- 


A853. 1. tion of them. Vet neither did he leave himself 


Dan. iv. 17. 


without Witneſs even among the Gentiles, in that 
he did them good, and gave them Rain from Heaven, 
and fruitful Seaſons, filling their Hearts with Food 
and Glatneſs. But to us 'Chriſtians, who haye re- 
ceiv'd the Kingdom of God, that is, the Goſpel of his 
Son Feſus Chriſt, is his Sovereigrity ſtill more glori- 
ouſly manifeſted: and yet more particularly, Ve of 
this Church and Nation, who have been ſo often re- 
ſcu'd by God from the moſt imminent Dangers 
with a mighty Hand and with a ſtroteht- out Arm, have 
the greateſt Reaſon to acknowledge that the mof 
High ruleth in the Kingdom of Men; and to ſay with 
the Pſalmiſt in the Text, The Lord reigneth, let the 


Earth rejoice; let the Multitude of ſhes be glad 


|, AE 


The Application of which Words to our own 
Caſe is ſufficiently determined by the particular Oc- 
caſion of this Day's Solemnity. In compliance 
therefore with the Deſign of it, give me leave to 
lay before you, 


Felt, 


thi 
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Donourable Houſe of Commom. 
Firſt, The Reaſon we have for Rejoicing on 
this Day. ns, © | 
Secondly, The Manner in which we ſhould ex- 
preſs our Joy. | | 


If then private and perſonal Bleſſings claim the 
Tribute of Gratitude and Thanſgiving at our Hands; 
If public and national Ones, which are the Foun- 
dation of the other, foraſmuch as the Happineſs of 
every Individual is inſeparable from that of the Com- 
munity, demand the ſame Returns in a ſtill more 
forcible Manner ; how much ſtronger is the Obli- 
gation, when a People is deliver'd from a State of 
Tumult, Diſorder, and Confuſion, and reſtor'd to 
their juſt. Rights and Liberties, under that Form of 
Government, which the Experience of Ages, and 
particularly of that in which it was deſtroy'd, has 
ſhewn to be the only one under which it can flou- 
rih! A Conſtitution, in which the Prince has all 
the Power that is conſiſtent with the Liberty of 
the People; and the People all the Liberty that 
is not incompatible with the Ends of Govern- 
ment: And where Laws, to which both have 
conſented, are the common Meaſure of the Au- . 
thority of the One, and the Obedience of the 
Other, It is the Glorious Prerogative of the King of 
Great-Britain, that he governs a Brave and Free 
People, who pay to their Prince, as they do, in a 
higher 


things which are God's. 
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ASzuMox preach'd before the 

igher Degree, to their God, 4 reaſonable Service ; 
2 . abject Submiſſion of — Cowards, 
And it is as: glorious a Privilege of the People, 
that they acknowledge no abſolute Power, but that 
which is conducted by infinite Wiſdom, Goodnek,, 
and Juſtice ; rendring unto Caſar the things which are, 
by Right, Ceſar's; and to God, and him only, the 


Tis true, that, in the Times immediately pre- 
ceding the Calamities we were this Day deliver d 
from, the Boundaries of Prerogative and Privilege 
were not ſo exactly ſet out and aſcertain d, as they 
have been ſince; or, at leaſt, were not ſo well un- 
derſtood. Hence thoſe mutual Jealouſies, Miſun- 
derſtandings, and Provocations, thoſe Sparks of 
Contention, which were afterwards blown up in- 
to a devouring Flame, that laid waſte all be- 
fore it. It is as true, that there were illegal Bur- 
chens laid on the Backs of the Subjects, unwar- 
rantable Acts of Power exerted, and real Grievances 
chat call'd for Redreſs. But might not the Excre(- 
cences of Power have been prun d off, without de- 
ſtroying Root and Branch? Was it neceſſary that the 
Conſtitution ſhould be torn in pieces, in order to 
be mended > Or could not the Breaches in the Church 
have been repair d, without pulling it down? Muſt it, 
to be reformed, be made an Abomination of ns? 
An 
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Elwmourable Houſe of Commons, 
And muſt che Land; to be cleam d, be made drunk 
with Blood; not excepring even that of Sacred and 
Anointed Majeſty > Yes. Thus it pleas'd God to 
ſuffer a Sinful People to fill up the Meaſure of their 
own Puniſhment, as they had of their Iniquity. Thus 


he permitted their own Wickedneſs to correct them, Jer. i. 19. 


and their Backſlidings to reprove them. For what, 
I pray, were all their Victories, but ſo many Tri- 
umphs over themſelves? They who had ſhook off 
the Authority of their lawful King, were forc'd to 
ſubmit to the more ſevere and * MPs Yoke of a 
baſe and ſordid Tyrant; who treated the Great and 
facred Charter of their Liberties with much more 
Scorn and Contempt, than the moſt aſpiring of our 
Princes ever preſum d to do. After ſo many Changes 
from Bad to Worle, from one Scene of Extrava- 
gance and Confuſion to another, they had nothing 
left, but ro curſe in the Bitterneſs of their Hearts, the 
unhappy Succeſs of their own Fatal Valour ; and to 
lament the Loſs of thoſe Liberties, for which they 
had fought, and conquer C. 


As for the State of Religion im thoſe Times of 
Reformation, take an Account of it in the Words 
of thoſe who had labour d moſt zealouſly for purer 
Ordinances: * c Inſtead of an Eſtabliſhment, ſay 


* See a Teſtimony ro the Truth of FeſmChriſh Sc. ſubſcribed by the N.. 
wſers of Chrift — be Province London, Dec. 14. 18 


they, 
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ASrxMox preach'd before the 
te they, of Faith and Truth, we {warm with noi- 
ec ſome Errors, Hereſies, and Blaſphemies : Inſtead 
cc of Unity and Uniformity in Religion, We are 
« torn in pieces with deſtructive Schiſms, Separa- 
ce tions, Diviſions, and Subdiviſions: Inſtead of 
£ true Piery, aid the Power of Godlineſs, We have 
ec opened the very Flood- gates to all Impiety and 
« Prophaneneſs: Inſtead of ſubmitting to the Go- 
« vernment of Chriſt, we walk in a Chriſtleſs Looſe 
ce neſs and Licentiouſneſs: Inſtead of a Reforma- 


"> 


cc tion, we may ſay with Sighs, what our Enemies 


ce heretofore ſaid of us with Scorn, we have a De- 
ce formation in Religion. | - 


From theſe complicated Calamities did the Lord 
deliver this afflicted Nation, when the Time was come 
that he ſhould have mercy on Sion. And great as the 
Deliverance was in it ſelf, it was made more valu- 
able by the Manner in which it was effected. Had 
the King return'd to his Inheritance by Force of 
Arms; beſides the Effuſion of ſo much Blood, which 
the Nation could but ill ſpare, after it had been 
exhauſted of ſo much already, in the Courſe of a 


long Civil War; he might have treated us as a con- 


quer d Kingdom; and his Reſtoration, however Glo- 
rious and Triumphant to himſelf, would have been 
Matter of ſmall Joy to us; to whom, as he would 


have ow'd no Thanks, fo he might have ſhewn no 


Favour 
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Favour, | Nay farther, as, in that Caſe, he muſt 
have been afliſted by the Popiſh Powers, from * whom 
he had Neaſon given him to hope for it, we might 
have loſt Our Spiritual, as well as Civil Liberties, 
and have been brought again under thar Yoke, 
which neither we, nor our Fathers could bear. But 
it pleas d God to give us this great Deliverance un- 
mixt and intire; When he how d the Hearts of all the 2 Sim. a. 
People, even at the Heart” of one Man, ſo that they 
ſent this Mord unto the Ring, Return thou and all thy = 
Servants. So that the Prophetical Bleſſing of Moſes 
on the Royal Tribe of Judah, may ſeem to have def- 
cended on him and us. Hear, Lord, the Voice of Deut. xxxii. 
Judah, and bring- him unto” hit People: let his Hands,” 
his own Hands and tkhoſe of his Subjects, be ſufficient 
for him, and be thou an Help to him from his Enemies! 
. 5 dS DOE zi 12 ne 10 THNNIGALDE 
But how great ſoever this Bleſſing was, both in 
it ſelf, and the Manner and Circumſtances of it; 
it is ſtill more ſo on account of its Author. Ir was 
the Lord's doing, and therefore it is marvellous in our 
Het. However it might ſeem to be brought about 
by the caſual coincidence of ſecond Cauſes, yet all 
thoſe Cauſes were doubtleſs conducted and guided 
to that end by the firſt and ſupreme One. It was he 
only, who could make the dividing and claſhing In- + 


»Le Clarendon, Vol. III. p. 679. -0&ave Edition. | 1 
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16.i.26. Was He = reftor d aur Judges as at the finfl, and our 


4 + 3 . 
tereſts of ſo many Sects and Parties the/Hopes and 
the Fears; the Wiſdom, and. the Folly of o mamy 
Inſtruments all combine and unte t, amp 

| this wonderful Event. For the People s Hearts, as well 

Prov, xxi. 1. as he King's, are in the, Hand of abe Land. dus the Rivers 
of Vater; be turneth them ahither ſever he wlll. ic 


Counſellors. as at the beginning; and wha (till daes 
and will continue em to us, whule,, we..acknoip- 
ledge His Mercy. with Gratitude and Thanktul- 
la. 31. S. 1 : for his nbc Ss ht ter All 
1 40 U TI vine _—_ 
Let all thoſe - 2 Who are duly ſenſible f 
the Bleſſing of a happy and envied Gonititution, 
reſtor d, as on this Day, to our Fathers, After a long 
and ſad Experience of the Want of it; and by them 
tranſmitted to. uc, pho never ,yaderment; chavdiph; 
rejoice and be. exceeding glad. t is a,Eritnina}: Stu: 
pidity to have no :Reliſh, o Happme g; and the Bil © 
do not deſerve God's Bleſliggs Who ate inſeuſibie i v 
under them. The, Paſſipn ef, Joy e implanee ill n 
in us, 5 all 7 Were, 4nd Wi Pur, I h 
Pos by the Author of, Opn e bo. re 
enn ikewiſe gel Objefts ilajrable an 4, (and. pus i 
cularly commanded us to be je in be d of t 
proſper ity. Only we ſhould take heed, that it be {W's 
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Tho Firſt -and* beſt way of expreſſin our por 
on: this Oecaſien, is by returning ng our to 
God for it; which: T truſt weillave” all now ſin- 
cerely dene. Sratitude is a Prineiple fo ſtrongly 
impreſyd or Gur” Nature, that we — account 
him a Man who is without it. crates al- 
moſt involuntarily ; and the Vs Af ion in 
x manner prevents the Direction of Reaſon and 
Choice. It overflos immediately on the Senſe 
of an Obligation; eſpecially when the Benefit is 
unmerited, and when we ate uncapable of maki 
any other Return for it. Now this is our Cafe 
with reſpeck to God: We are unworthy of the 
leafl of his Mercies, and unable to repay chem in 
amy way, but that of Praiſe and Thankſgiving; And 
ſhall we-grudge hien this ſmall Return for all his 


cepting the humble Tribute? Surely this Buty, 
which we pay clit of 'ToRtiti®t, as well as Princij 2 5 
needs no inculta And T would ig y 
hope, for my own: ke, that che Preacher, x. 24 
unter Poo it, o hit Pay, may paſs uncenſur d. 
Ir has been often obſerwd, Ther k i 2 diffical 
thing for him to 
_ ah pl withourgiving 


be oughr, if poſſible,” 8 Gl. "Ic bas been made 
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| Favours; when he adds to che 'Obligarion, by ac- 


ge his > On on another 
Offence; which 
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our ſelves before God, and d 


ments, for che Sins of our Forefathers: Enn t 


A suo preact'd befure le. 
a Queſtion, w eee en 


ly it: can be no Queſtion, whether we ſhould. re- 


turn Thanks to him for the; Reſtoration of our 


ancient and invaluahle Form of Government in 
Church and State; the Benefits of which we en- 


joy d, in the ampleſt manner, under his late Ma- 
jelly of Glorious Mamory, whoſe Nativity was the 


Forerunner of this Day; and which we ſtill ate 
bleſsd with, under the happy. Adminiſtration of 
our ' preſent moſt Gracious Sovereign. And we 
hope our lateſt Poſteriry will partake of the ſame 
Bleſſings under his illaltriou, Deſcendents; that 
the Pap which 6 All * bay _ o gelt, the Lo, 


Cope to us x — all. * Duty Obe. 
dience which the Laws of God and — uire. 
How far their Authority extends, is to be —— 
from the particular Conſtitution of each Com- 
munity: But when that is known from thence, 


the Law. of God enjoins. Submiſſion to it, in every 


e not ſimfal, for money ele. The ( Gol. 


—_— ————— 
” - — * —— — — ů — 
—— — — ——6ä—ÿ — t —— 3 * 


= * 
— 4 > 
N . 


| litics, It no where tells us who, the Higher 


Powers are in any Government; but ſecures che 
Public Tranquility in all, by commanding Obe- 
dience to the Powers that be, as ordain d of God, 
in virtue of a higher Obligation. Beyond this, 
we have no Commiſſion to dictate: and it is 
neither prudent nor decent, for us to take upon 
ourſelves to determine the exact Bounds of Li- 
berty and Authority. In a legal and free Govern- 
ment, ſuch as, bleſſed be God! we now enjoy, 
to of Caſes wherein Oppoſition is lawful, 
unneceſſary: and in a violent and ar- 
ſuch as. we were delivered from by 
another Glorious Rewolution, ſuch Caſes will ſpeak: 
for themſelves. I 


Let us conclude the Devotion of this Day with: 


our Prayers to Almighty God, that. he would bleſs. 


our Gracious Sovereign in every Circumſtance. 
both of his Public and Private Relation; particu- 
larly, in his going out, and fafe. coming in to his- 
People: That He would pour down a, double Por- 
tion of his Spirit of Wiſdom: and Underſtanding 


on the Queen; that ſhe may adminiſter Judgment 
and Juſtice to this great. Nation in his Abſence, 
and meet with ſuitable Returns of Duty and Af- 


tction from it: And make them both happy in: 
hte | | each 


13 


